
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

RE: CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19), POSSIBLE REOPENING OF CROSSHILL SCHOOL 

Firstly, I would like to thank you for your continued patience whilst we waited for further information from the Government about the reopening of schools.  More 

guidance has now been published and our school approach to this is summarised below.  

Date for potential extension of opening arrangements 

Mainstream schools across the country have been asked to start reopening from 1st June to nursery, reception, year 1, year 6 and year 10 pupils from the 15th June.  

Blackburn with Darwen have considered this date locally and have decided that the earliest our schools can start to reopen is from 22nd June, but only if public health think 

it is safe. Special schools have also been asked to extend their opening to more pupils, focusing on key transitions and children who are risk assessed to be more vulnerable. 

We have made contact with all of you individually to discuss your views on your child attending school when we are able to reopen safely, we will use this information to 

form our reopening groupings. We have begun the work involved in reopening our building safely to more students and feel that we can begin this process from Monday 

22nd June 2020 safely. We will make contact with you if you have requested your child to begin attending school again prior to the 22nd June, a small number of critical 

worker children and vulnerable children will increase support to full time from this coming Monday. Please do not send your child in or contact transport regarding school 

attendance until you have spoken to a member of staff who had provided you with a start date.  

 

Precautionary measures 

Providing it is safe for us to start the extended phased opening, we have created detailed plans to make sure that we can, as safely as possible, welcome back some of our 

pupils.   

We have developed a detailed plan that meets the needs of our students, building and staffing situation. In addition, as a minimum, the precautions we will be taking 

include:  

 All school staff will be provided with appropriate training, guidance and support prior to the pupils returning 

 Limiting class sizes, of no more than 5 students per ‘bubble’ 

 Increasing the number of entry and exit points to the building 

 Staggering break times, and pick-up and drop-off times as required  

 Supporting pupils in ‘bubbles’, with identified staff, classroom and hygiene spaces 

 Providing dedicated resource packs for each child 

 Increasing the cleaning routines 

 Providing a specific ‘safe’ area, enabling anyone developing coronavirus symptoms in school to be isolated 

 Ensuring that pupils and staff with coronavirus symptoms do not attend school 

 Providing 1:1 intervention support on a part time basis to students who need school intervention but would struggle with following the guidelines successfully  



 School day will be reduced to 9:30am to 2:30pm (some students will be offered part time support to assist them following public health guidelines) this is to 

support the deep cleaning of resources and building.  

 Transport will continue and work within these times, transporting your child within their bubble only  

Expectations regarding safety when in school 

As we seek to reopen our school the ongoing safety of all (our pupils, our staff and the families) will remain of paramount concern and therefore I would like to draw your 

attention to the following key points: 

 You must ensure that should your child, or anyone else in the household, display symptoms of coronavirus then they DO NOT attend school: 

o The school must be advised immediately so that they can take appropriate measures 

o The current government guidance regarding self-isolation must then be followed in your home setting 

 When attending school, our children and their families must adhere to the school’s individual policies and arrangements that have been put in place.  This is 

particularly essential at pick-up and drop-off times as the measures have been designed to ensure that all members of the school community are protected 

 It is particularly important that parents and carers reinforce our school’s new ‘coronavirus rules’; these will be shared with you prior to any return 

 Families are reminded that social distancing guidance inside and outside of school must also be followed; this is to protect our children, our school staff and the 

whole community 

We have created a home school agreement in relation to COVID19 and will ask students to sign a ‘child friendly’ version of this, as well as ask for verbal agreement from 

yourselves via phonecalls over the coming week. It is included within this letter so please do ensure you read it.  

 

Children who may not be able to attend on medical grounds 

If your child is clinically extremely vulnerable, or living with someone who is in this group, they should not come back to school and should continue with their home 

learning. If your child is clinically vulnerable (but not clinically extremely vulnerable), you should follow medical advice to decide if they should come back to school. Please 

refer to government guidance for further details of these groups. 

Arrangements prior to week commencing 22nd June 2020 

Please be reminded that our school is currently still open only for vulnerable pupils and the children of critical workers. Until additional arrangements have been made, we 

are unable to provide places for other children. We will keep you updated when further information is available and appropriate plans have been made for wider 

reopening.  In the meantime, for pupils at home, we will continue to support you and your child with home learning, and offer meal support for those who are eligible.  

Supporting with school planning 

We appreciate that this is a concerning time for all and each family is best placed to know what is best for their child’s health and wellbeing.  Please therefore be reassured 

that it is your parental decision and we will respect the decision you feel it right for your child and family at this reopening phase. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings/coronavirus-covid-19-implementing-protective-measures-in-education-and-childcare-settings#shielded-and-clinically-vulnerable-children-and-young-people


Important note: If you have stated that you would potentially like your child to attend school then we will be in touch with you week commencing 15th June to let you know 

whether we can accommodate your child or not. If you have requested your child to remain at home your home learning support will continue as normal and we will be in 

touch with you at the end of June based on further advice from the government and public health. In order to ensure the continued safety of our whole school community, 

please do not arrive at school without having first received this information. 

 

We are very much looking forward to welcoming your child back into school as soon as it is safe to do so. In the meantime please keep yourselves safe and alert!  

 

Kind regards, 

 

Lidia Cattrell 

Head of Provision 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Home School Agreement in relation to COVID 19  

We have decided to implement a home school agreement in relation to COVID 19 to ensure that staff, students and parent/carers understand their specific responsibilities 

in relation to keeping themselves and others safe. Due to contamination it has been decided to post the agreement to parents and we will phone all parents of children 

accessing school to gain verbal agreement.  

School Parent/Carer Student 

The school will do its best to: 

 Provide an environment which has been 

risk assessed in response to the COVID-19 

infection; 

 Adhere to the social distancing rules as set 

out by the government as much as we 

reasonably can; 

 Provide a curriculum that meets the needs 

of your child’s well-being, mental health 

and academic needs; 

 Contact parents/carers if your child 

displays symptoms of COVID-19; 

 Inform you if staff or children in your child’s 

‘bubble’ show symptoms of COVID-19 as 

this will mean you will all need to self-

isolate for at least 14 days or until the test 

comes back negative; 

To help my child at school, I know and understand 

that: 

  If my child, or anyone in my household, 

shows symptoms of COVID-19, I will not 

send them to school, we will self-isolate for 

14 days as a family, I will get them tested 

and I will let the school know as soon as 

possible via telephone; 

 If my child, or another child in the group, 

shows symptoms of COVID-19 at school, I 

will collect my child from school 

immediately; 

 Where relevant, when dropping my child 

off and picking them up, I will adhere to the 

2 metre social distancing rules. 

I will do my best to: 

 Adhere to the social distancing rules in 

class and in the playground; 

 Stay in my group all day; 

 Tell an adult if I feel unwell; 

 Wear clean clothes everyday (can wear 

uniform if it is clean)  

  Not bring things into school from home 

other than my lunch in a bag, or take things 

home from school; 

 Make sure I am showering or bathing 

regularly;  

 Only use the equipment provided to me by 

school and no other; 

  Not mix with any other children in the 

school; 



 Continue our clear and consistent 

approach to rewards and sanctions for 

children as set out in our positive behaviour 

policy as well as the expectations outlines 

in this agreement; 

 Communicate between home and school 

through social media platforms, 

newsletters, email and the school website. 

 

  When dropping off and picking up, I will 

strictly stick to the school timings for my 

child; 

 Ensure my child is wearing clean clothes 

everyday (uniform optional) 

 Ensure my child is following good hygiene 

habits, washing regularly; 

 My child must not bring any items into 

school with them or take items home from 

school other than lunch in a plastic carrier 

bag; 

 My child will have their temperature taken 

on arrival and during the day if they feel or 

present as being unwell 

 I will need to remind my child about social 

distancing rules but accept they are 

difficult to follow and that my child may not 

always do this successfully 

 My child will need to use good respiratory 

and hand hygiene; 

 I will not be allowed into the school without 

a pre- arranged appointment – make 

appointments via telephone or email; 

 I need to support all staff in their efforts to 

create an ‘as safe as possible’ 

environment during this pandemic; 

  I will read all letters/messages/emails that 

are sent home 

  I need to inform the school immediately of 

any changes to parents/carer and 

emergency contacts details. 

 If my child is deemed unsafe, he/she will 

be sent home and cannot return to school 

until it is agreed that they can be safe. 

  Only enter and exit the school building by 

the door I am told too; 

 Follow good respiratory hygiene: coughing 

and sneezing into elbow or tissue (catch it-

bin it-kill it); 

 Follow good hand hygiene – use soap and 

water for 20 seconds/ hand sanitiser, 

washing hands every hour and when 

needed; 

 Behave well at all times to maintain the 

safety of myself and others; 

 Follow these expectations and know that if 

I don’t, I will be sent home and will not be 

able to come back into school until I can be 

safe. 

 

Signed by school: 

 

Verbal agreement received from: 

parent/carer 

Signed by student: 

 



By staff member 

Date: Date: Date: 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 

 


